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(j) Additional emergency exits. Approved emergency exits in the passenger compartments that are in excess of the minimum number of required emergency exits must meet all
of the applicable provisions of this section except paragraphs (f)(1), (2), and
(3) of this section and must be readily
accessible.
(k) On each large passenger-carrying
turbojet-powered airplane, each ventral exit and tailcone exit must be—
(1) Designed and constructed so that
it cannot be opened during flight; and
(2) Marked with a placard readable
from a distance of 30 inches and installed at a conspicuous location near
the means of opening the exit, stating
that the exit has been designed and
constructed so that it cannot be opened
during flight.
(l) Portable lights. No person may operate a passenger-carrying airplane unless it is equipped with flashlight stowage provisions accessible from each
flight attendant seat.
(m) Except for an airplane used in operations under this part on October 16,
1987, and having an emergency exit
configuration installed and authorized
for operation prior to October 16, 1987,
for an airplane that is required to have
more than one passenger emergency
exit for each side of the fuselage, no
passenger emergency exit shall be
more than 60 feet from any adjacent
passenger emergency exit on the same
side of the same deck of the fuselage,
as measured parallel to the airplane’s
longitudinal axis between the nearest
exit edges.
[Doc. No. 2033, 30 FR 3205, Mar. 9, 1965]
EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER citations affecting § 121.310, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and on GPO Access.

§ 121.311 Seats, safety belts, and shoulder harnesses.
(a) No person may operate an airplane unless there are available during
the takeoff, en route flight, and landing—
(1) An approved seat or berth for each
person on board the airplane who has
reached his second birthday; and
(2) An approved safety belt for separate use by each person on board the

airplane who has reached his second
birthday, except that two persons occupying a berth may share one approved
safety belt and two persons occupying
a multiple lounge or divan seat may
share one approved safety belt during
en route flight only.
(b) Except as provided in this paragraph, each person on board an airplane operated under this part shall occupy an approved seat or berth with a
separate safety belt properly secured
about him or her during movement on
the surface, takeoff, and landing. A
safety belt provided for the occupant of
a seat may not be used by more than
one person who has reached his or her
second birthday. Notwithstanding the
preceding requirements, a child may:
(1) Be held by an adult who is occupying an approved seat or berth, provided the child has not reached his or
her second birthday and the child does
not occupy or use any restraining device; or
(2) Notwithstanding any other requirement of this chapter, occupy an
approved child restraint system furnished by the certificate holder or one
of the persons described in paragraph
(b)(2)(i) of this section, provided:
(i) The child is accompanied by a parent, guardian, or attendant designated
by the child’s parent or guardian to attend to the safety of the child during
the flight;
(ii) Except as provided in paragraph
(b)(2)(ii)(D) of this section, the approved child restraint system bears one
or more labels as follows:
(A) Seats manufactured to U.S.
standards between January 1, 1981, and
February 25, 1985, must bear the label:
‘‘This child restraint system conforms
to all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety standards.’’
(B) Seats manufactured to U.S.
standards on or after February 26, 1985,
must bear two labels:
(1) ‘‘This child restraint system conforms to all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards’’; and
(2) ‘‘THIS RESTRAINT IS CERTIFIED FOR USE IN MOTOR VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT’’ in red lettering;
(C) Seats that do not qualify under
paragraphs (b)(2)(ii)(A) and (b)(2)(ii)(B)
of this section must bear either a label
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showing approval of a foreign government or a label showing that the seat
was manufactured under the standards
of the United Nations;
(D) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, booster-type child
restraint systems (as defined in Federal Motor Vehicle Standard No. 213 (49
CFR 571.213)), vest- and harness-type
child restraint systems, and lap held
child restraints are not approved for
use in aircraft; and
(iii) The certificate holder complies
with the following requirements:
(A) The restraint system must be
properly secured to an approved forward-facing seat or berth;
(B) The child must be properly secured in the restraint system and must
not exceed the specified weight limit
for the restraint system; and
(C) The restraint system must bear
the appropriate label(s).
(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, the following prohibitions apply to certificate holders:
(1) No certificate holder may permit
a child, in an aircraft, to occupy a
booster-type child restraint system, a
vest-type child restraint system, a harness-type child restraint system, or a
lap held child restraint system during
take off, landing, and movement on the
surface.
(2) Except as required in paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, no certificate
holder may prohibit a child, if requested by the child’s parent, guardian,
or designated attendant, from occupying a child restraint system furnished by the child’s parent, guardian,
or designated attendant provided—
(i) The child holds a ticket for an approved seat or berth or such seat or
berth is otherwise made available by
the certificate holder for the child’s
use;
(ii) The requirements of paragraph
(b)(2)(i) of this section are met;
(iii) The requirements of paragraph
(b)(2)(iii) of this section are met; and
(iv) The child restraint system has
one or more of the labels described in
paragraphs
(b)(2)(ii)(A)
through
(b)(2)(ii)(C) of this section.
(3) This section does not prohibit the
certificate holder from providing child
restraint systems authorized by this
section or, consistent with safe oper-

ating practices, determining the most
appropriate passenger seat location for
the child restraint system.
(d) Each sideward facing seat must
comply with the applicable requirements of § 25.785(c) of this chapter.
(e) Except as provided in paragraphs
(e)(1) through (e)(3) of this section, no
certificate holder may take off or land
an airplane unless each passenger seat
back is in the upright position. Each
passenger shall comply with instructions given by a crewmember in compliance with this paragraph.
(1) This paragraph does not apply to
seat backs placed in other than the upright position in compliance with
§ 121.310(f)(3).
(2) This paragraph does not apply to
seats on which cargo or persons who
are unable to sit erect for a medical
reason are carried in accordance with
procedures in the certificate holder’s
manual if the seat back does not obstruct any passenger’s access to the
aisle or to any emergency exit.
(3) On airplanes with no flight attendant, the certificate holder may
take off or land as long as the
flightcrew instructs each passenger to
place his or her seat back in the upright position for takeoff and landing.
(f) No person may operate a transport
category airplane that was type certificated after January 1, 1958, or a nontransport category airplane manufactured after March 20, 1997, unless it is
equipped at each flight deck station
with a combined safety belt and shoulder harness that meets the applicable
requirements specified in § 25.785 of this
chapter, effective March 6, 1980, except
that—
(1) Shoulder harnesses and combined
safety belt and shoulder harnesses that
were approved and installed before
March 6, 1980, may continue to be used;
and
(2) Safety belt and shoulder harness
restraint systems may be designed to
the inertia load factors established
under the certification basis of the airplane.
(g) Each flight attendant must have a
seat for takeoff and landing in the passenger compartment that meets the requirements of § 25.785 of this chapter,
effective March 6, 1980, except that—
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(1) Combined safety belt and shoulder
harnesses that were approved and installed before March, 6, 1980, may continue to be used; and
(2) Safety belt and shoulder harness
restraint systems may be designed to
the inertia load factors established
under the certification basis of the airplane.
(3) The requirements of § 25.785(h) do
not apply to passenger seats occupied
by flight attendants not required by
§ 121.391.
(h) Each occupant of a seat equipped
with a shoulder harness or with a combined safety belt and shoulder harness
must have the shoulder harness or
combined safety belt and shoulder harness properly secured about that occupant during takeoff and landing, except
that a shoulder harness that is not
combined with a safety belt may be unfastened if the occupant cannot perform the required duties with the
shoulder harness fastened.
(i) At each unoccupied seat, the safety belt and shoulder harness, if installed, must be secured so as not to
interfere with crewmembers in the performance of their duties or with the
rapid egress of occupants in an emergency.
[Doc No. 7522, 32 FR 13267, Sept. 20, 1967; as
amended by Amdt. 121–41, 33 FR 9067, June
20, 1968; Amdt. 121–75, 36 FR 12512, July 1,
1971; Amdt. 121–133, 42 FR 18394, Apr. 7, 1977;
Amdt. 121–155, 45 FR 7756, Feb. 4, 1980; Amdt.
121–170, 46 FR 15482, Mar. 5, 1981; Amdt. 121–
177, 47 FR 10516, Mar. 11, 1982; Amdt. 121–230,
57 FR 42673, Sept. 15, 1992; Amdt. 121–251, 60
FR 65930, Dec. 20, 1995; Amdt. 121–255, 61 FR
28421, June 4, 1996]

§ 121.312 Materials for compartment
interiors.
(a) All interior materials; transport category airplanes and nontransport category airplanes type certificated before
January 1, 1965. Except for the materials covered by paragraph (b) of this
section, all materials in each compartment of a transport category airplane,
or a nontransport category airplane
type certificated before January 1, 1965,
used by the crewmembers and passengers, must meet the requirements of
§ 25.853 of this chapter in effect as follows, or later amendment thereto:
(1) Airplane with passenger seating capacity of 20 or more.

(i) Manufactured after August 19, 1988,
but prior to August 20, 1990. Except as
provided in paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this
section, each airplane with a passenger
capacity of 20 or more and manufactured after August 19, 1988, but prior to
August 20, 1990, must comply with the
heat release rate testing provisions of
§ 25.853(d) in effect March 6, 1995 (formerly § 25.853(a–1) in effect on August
20, 1986) (see App. L of this part), except that the total heat release over
the first 2 minutes of sample exposure
must not exceed 100 kilowatt minutes
per square meter and the peak heat release rate must not exceed 100 kilowatts per square meter.
(ii) Manufactured after August 19, 1990.
Each airplane with a passenger capacity of 20 or more and manufactured
after August 19, 1990, must comply with
the heat release rate and smoke testing
provisions of § 25.853(d) in effect March
6, 1995 (formerly § 25.853(a–1)(see app. L
of this part) in effect on September 26,
1988).
(2) Substantially complete replacement
of the cabin interior on or after May 1,
1972—(i) Airplane for which the application for type certificate was filed prior to
May 1, 1972. Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3)(i) or (a)(3)(ii) of this section, each airplane for which the application for type certificate was filed
prior to May 1, 1972, must comply with
the provisions of § 25.853 in effect on
April 30, 1972, regardless of passenger
capacity, if there is a substantially
complete replacement of the cabin interior after April 30, 1972.
(ii) Airplane for which the application
for type certificate was filed on or after
May 1, 1972. Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3)(i) or (a)(3)(ii) of this section, each airplane for which the application for type certificate was filed on
or after May 1, 1972, must comply with
the material requirements under which
the airplane was type certificated, regardless of passenger capacity, if there
is a substantially complete replacement of the cabin interior on or after
that date.
(3) Airplane type certificated after January 1, 1958, with passenger capacity of 20
or more—(i) Substantially complete replacement of the cabin interior on or after
March 6, 1995. Except as provided in
paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of this section, each

390

VerDate Dec<13>2002

07:34 Feb 22, 2003

Jkt 200042

PO 00000

Frm 00390

Fmt 8010

Sfmt 8010

Y:\SGML\200042T.XXX

200042T

